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Social entrepreneurship is the field that entrepreneurs persue their activities to achieve their goal of creating social
value. In recent years, there has been growing interest among researchers in the literature on social
entrepreneurship. Unlike traditional entrepreneurship, social entrepreneurs prioritize creating social value rather
than monetary benefits. Social entrepreneurship aims to address societal challenges and meet fundamental human
needs through innovative resource integration. For instance, microcredit organizations (e.g., Grameen Bank)

provide people with insufficient funds the working capital needed to start a business.

social entrepreneurship entrepreneurship bibliometric analysis social network analysis

| 1. Introduction

Table 1 presents the definition of social entrepreneurship. A previous study identified that one of the aims of social
entrepreneurship is to act as a catalyst for social change L. Also, a previous study stated that creating social value
is the main trait distinguishing social entrepreneurship from entrepreneurship 2. Moreover, social entrepreneurship
is also known to share characteristics with not-for-profit organizations. This is also implied for-profit organizations
with a social mission or hybrid organizations which mix social and entrepreneurial practices and objectives . From
a practical point of view, researchers have been focusing on the aspects of the combination and mobilization of
resources [ including approaches to accessing and utilizing resources 2. The discussion above demonstrates
that social entrepreneurship shares an underlying drive for social entrepreneurship to create social value rather
than personal and shareholder wealth, and related activity is characterized as innovation or the creation of
something new rather than the replication of existing practices 8. The current research will define social
entrepreneurship as “a set of creative and effective activities, focusing strategically on addressing social market
failure and creating new opportunities for systematic increase in social value” [&. Table 2 presents a definition of
entrepreneurship. Entrepreneurship can be defined as the development of productivity [, pursuit of opportunity,
business creation, uncertainty, and profit seeking 8. Similarly, commercial entrepreneurship pursues the creation

of profit for economic growth, which results in the creation of wealth and private gain &2,

Table 1. Definition of social entrepreneurship.

Social Entrepreneurship

Catalyst for social change (LI[21[6][7I[10][11][12]
Social value development [2][10]
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Social Entrepreneurship

Characteristic as non-profit organization (NPO) [LI[3]L3]

Mitigate social challenge by mobilizing resources (BI4][5]114]
Entrepreneurship

Development of productivity |

Commercial activities [7][15][16]

Development of economic value [1][20][15][17][18]

2. Similarities and Differences between Social
Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurship

Both social entrepreneurship and entrepreneurship aim to create social and economic value. However, social
entrepreneurship specifically focuses on the generation of social value BR2002122]  \joreover, while social
entrepreneurship emerged as a subfield of entrepreneurship [23] they share some similarities. However,
entrepreneurship primarily focuses on stakeholders and access to financial opportunities provided by private
investors, which can be more challenging for social entrepreneurship [ social entrepreneurship aims to remain
financially self-sufficient 29 due to the lack of access to financial resources. Entrepreneurship is attractive to
investors such as the government for creating employment opportunities, developing productive growth, and
delivering high-quality commercialization [, Consequently, social entrepreneurship often faces difficulties in
accessing the same capital markets as commercially oriented entrepreneurship since performance measurement
with financial indicators, among other measures, is rarely available 81 previous studies have explored the
definitional and conceptual aspects of social entrepreneurship [17](24] regarding comparative analyses between
social entrepreneurship and entrepreneurship in educational [25] theory 61261 and financial risk management [27],

Against this background, researchers address two major conceptual limitations.

3. Conceptual Aspects of Social Entrepreneurship and
Entrepreneurship

Previous studies have provided initial insights into social entrepreneurship [21[28][29][30][31][32] entrepreneurship (23]
and the entrepreneurship ecosystem [24] using bibliometric analysis. These studies have identified the most
influential authors and journals (2] through conducting co-authorship 281135] and international co-authorship analyses
2811301 For instance, a previous study that conducted bibliometric analysis on institutional collaboration in the social
entrepreneurship research field found that almost half of the cases identified took place in England from the years
2005 to 2017 28 A previous study also conducted a study on chronological change in the theory of
entrepreneurship through co-citation analysis. One study found that six different theories supporting and changing

the scientific structure of entrepreneurship have been introduced from 1962 to 2013 29 A previous study
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discussed the significance of conducting comparative analysis while utilizing bibliometric analysis to study tourism
and hospitality 28],

4. Geographic Aspects of Social Entrepreneurship and
Entrepreneurship

Comparative analyses have revealed that social entrepreneurship faces financial challenges, since financial
incentives are rarely available ¢, given that its aim is to be financially independent 19, Moreover, social
entrepreneurship is established through the involvement of community and volunteers €. Robust networks are
critical in allowing social entrepreneurs to gain resources including funding, staff, and so on €. In doing so, trust,
reputation, and skill in dealing with key players’ needs are important [€. Therefore, social entrepreneurship must
consider the needs and challenges specific to local contexts, which can differ from the approach adopted by
entrepreneurial activities. For instance, many social innovations have been created in a locally embedded context
871 Based on the discussion above, it is implied that previous studies considered the regional aspects of
entrepreneurship 813240 and social entrepreneurship 4142 separately. For instance, a previous study found that
the configuration, efficiency, and sustainability of a regional ecosystem that improves economic development
through entrepreneurship is the result of actors in a specific location 2. Moreover, a previous study analyzed how
geographic area influences the types of social networks in which social entrepreneurship is embedded 42, They
found that social entrepreneurs who seek more embedded community relationships are likely to find that their
ventures are most effective when applied to their community rather than broadly to other geographic locales 42,
These observations highlight the regional characteristics of social entrepreneurship and its significance in
comparison to entrepreneurship. However, to the best of the authors’ knowledge, no study has quantitatively
analyzed the differences and similarities between social entrepreneurship and entrepreneurship research from a
regional perspective. Therefore, researchers referenced the methodology used in studies in the fields of “Steel
structure” and “Greek construction project” 4344l to examine the differences and similarities in international co-

authorship networks.

References

1. Gupta, P.; Chauhan, S.; Paul, J.; Jaiswal, M.P. Social Entrepreneurship Research: A Review and
Future Research Agenda. J. Bus. Res. 2020, 113, 209-229.

2. Phan Tan, L. Mapping the Social Entrepreneurship Research: Bibliographic Coupling, Co-Citation
and Co-Word Analyses. Cogent Bus. Manag. 2021, 8, 1896885.

3. Belz, F.M.; Binder, J.K. Sustainable Entrepreneurship: A Convergent Process Model. Bus.
Strategy Environ. 2017, 26, 1-17.

4. Rahdari, A.; Sepasi, S.; Moradi, M. Achieving Sustainability through Schumpeterian Social
Entrepreneurship: The Role of Social Enterprises. J. Clean. Prod. 2016, 137, 347-360.

https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/53122 3/6



Social Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurship | Encyclopedia.pub

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

. Drencheva, A.; Stephan, U.; Patterson, M.G. Whom to Ask for Feedback: Insights for Resource

Mobilization From Social Entrepreneurship. Bus. Soc. 2022, 61, 1725-1772.

. Austin, J.; Stevenson, H.; Wei—Skillern, J. Social and Commercial Entrepreneurship: Same,

Different, or Both? Entrep. Theory Pract. 2006, 30, 1-22.

. Cagarman, K.; Kratzer, J.; Von Arnim, L.H.; Fajga, K.; Gieseke, M.J. Social Entrepreneurship on

Its Way to Significance: The Case of Germany. Sustainability 2020, 12, 8954.

. Prince, S.; Chapman, S.; Cassey, P. The Definition of Entrepreneurship: Is It Less Complex than

We Think? Int. J. Entrep. Behav. Res. 2021, 27, 26-47.

. Pathak, S.; Muralidharan, E. Contextualizing Emotional Intelligence for Commercial and Social

Entrepreneurship. Small Bus. Econ. 2023, 1-20.

Mair, J.; Matrti, I. Social Entrepreneurship Research: A Source of Explanation, Prediction, and
Delight. J. World Bus. 2006, 41, 36—44.

Mair, J.; Battilana, J.; Cardenas, J. Organizing for Society: A Typology of Social Entrepreneuring
Models. J. Bus. Ethics 2012, 111, 353-373.

Pless, N.M. Social Entrepreneurship in Theory and Practice—An Introduction. J. Bus. Ethics
2012, 111, 317-320.

Lasprogata, G.A.; Cotten, M.N. Contemplating “Enterprise”: The Business and Legal Challenges
of Social Entrepreneurship. Am. Bus. Law J. 2003, 41, 67-114.

Zahra, S.A.; Rawhouser, H.N.; Bhawe, N.; Neubaum, D.O.; Hayton, J.C. Globalization of Social
Entrepreneurship Opportunities. Strateg. Entrep. J. 2008, 2, 117-131.

Wang, W. Toward Economic Growth and Value Creation Through Social Entrepreneurship:
Modelling the Mediating Role of Innovation. Front. Psychol. 2022, 13, 914700.

Lu, R.; Lu, Q.; Lv, D.; Huang, Y.; Li, S.; Jian, Z.; Reve, T. The Evolution Process of
Entrepreneurship Studies in the 21st Century: Research Insights from Top Business and
Economics Journals. J. Econ. Surv. 2020, 34, 922-951.

Zahra, S.A.; Gedajlovic, E.; Neubaum, D.O.; Shulman, J.M. A Typology of Social Entrepreneurs:
Motives, Search Processes and Ethical Challenges. J. Bus. Ventur. 2009, 24, 519-532.

Martinez-Fierro, S.; Biedma-Ferrer, J.M.; Ruiz-Navarro, J. Entrepreneurship and Strategies for
Economic Development. Small Bus. Econ. 2016, 47, 835-851.

Abu-Saifan, S. Social Entrepreneurship: Definition and Boundaries. Technol. Innov. Manag. Rev.
2012, 40, 22-27.

Sullivan Mort, G.; Weerawardena, J.; Carnegie, K. Social Entrepreneurship: Towards
Conceptualisation. Int. J. Nonprofit Volunt. Sect. Mark. 2003, 8, 76—88.

https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/53122 4/6



Social Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurship | Encyclopedia.pub

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Waddock, S.A.; Post, J.E. Social Entrepreneurs and Catalytic Change. Public Adm. Rev. 1991,
51, 393-401.

Alegre, |.; Kislenko, S.; Berbegal-Mirabent, J. Organized Chaos: Mapping the Definitions of Social
Entrepreneurship. J. Soc. Entrep. 2017, 8, 248-264.

Certo, S.T.; Miller, T. Social Entrepreneurship: Key Issues and Concepts. Bus. Horiz. 2008, 51,
267-271.

Santos, F.M. A Positive Theory of Social Entrepreneurship. J. Bus. Ethics 2012, 111, 335-351.

Solomon, G.T.; Alabduljader, N.; Ramani, R.S. Knowledge Management and Social
Entrepreneurship Education: Lessons Learned from an Exploratory Two-Country Study. J. Knowl.
Manag. 2019, 23, 1984-2006.

Shaw, E.; Carter, S. Social Entrepreneurship: Theoretical Antecedents and Empirical Analysis of
Entrepreneurial Processes and Outcomes. J. Small Bus. Enterp. Dev. 2007, 14, 418-434.

Popkova, E.G.; Sergi, B.S. Dataset Modelling of the Financial Risk Management of Social
Entrepreneurship in Emerging Economies. Risks 2021, 9, 211.

Dionisio, M. The Evolution of Social Entrepreneurship Research: A Bibliometric Analysis. Soc.
Enterp. J. 2019, 15, 22-45.

Ferreira, J.J.; Fernandes, C.l.; Peres-Ortiz, M.; Alves, H. Conceptualizing Social
Entrepreneurship: Perspectives from the Literature. Int. Rev. Public Nonprofit Mark. 2017, 14, 73—
93.

Granados, M.L.; Hlupic, V.; Coakes, E.; Mohamed, S. Social Enterprise and Social
Entrepreneurship Research and Theory: A Bibliometric Analysis from 1991 to 2010. Soc. Enterp.
J. 2011, 7, 198-218.

Kraus, S.; Filser, M.; O'Dwyer, M.; Shaw, E. Social Entrepreneurship: An Exploratory Citation
Analysis. Rev. Manag. Sci. 2014, 8, 275-292.

Tan Luc, P.; Xuan Lan, P.; Nhat Hanh Le, A.; Thanh Trang, B. A Co-Citation and Co-Word Analysis
of Social Entrepreneurship Research. J. Soc. Entrep. 2022, 13, 324-339.

Ferreira, J.J.M.; Fernandes, C.l.; Kraus, S. Entrepreneurship Research: Mapping Intellectual
Structures and Research Trends. Rev. Manag. Sci. 2019, 13, 181-205.

Malecki, E.J. Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurial Ecosystems. Geogr. Compass. 2018, 12,
e12359.

Teixeira, A.A.C. Mapping the (in)Visible College(s) in the Field of Entrepreneurship.
Scientometrics 2011, 89, 1-36.

https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/53122 5/6



Social Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurship | Encyclopedia.pub

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

Cao, A.; Shi, F.; Bai, B. A Comparative Review of Hospitality and Tourism Innovation Research in
Academic and Trade Journals. Int. J. Contemp. Hosp. Manag. 2022, 34, 3790-3813.

Dacin, M.T.; Dacin, P.A.; Tracey, P. Social Entrepreneurship: A Critique and Future Directions.
Organ. Sci. 2011, 22, 1203-1213.

Xu, B.; Yu, H.; Li, L. The Impact of Entrepreneurship on Regional Economic Growth: A
Perspective of Spatial Heterogeneity. Entrep. Reg. Dev. 2021, 33, 309-331.

Huggins, R.; Thompson, P. Human Agency, Entrepreneurship and Regional Development: A
Behavioural Perspective on Economic Evolution and Innovative Transformation. Entrep. Reg.
Dev. 2020, 32, 573-589.

Muller, S. A Progress Review of Entrepreneurship and Regional Development: What Are the
Remaining Gaps? Eur. Plan. Stud. 2016, 24, 1133-1158.

Kachlami, H.; Yazdanfar, D.; Ohman, P. Regional Demand and Supply Factors of Social
Entrepreneurship. Int. J. Entrep. Behav. Res. 2018, 24, 714-733.

Smith, B.R.; Stevens, C.E. Different Types of Social Entrepreneurship: The Role of Geography
and Embeddedness on the Measurement and Scaling of Social Value. Entrep. Reg. Dev. 2010,
22, 575-598.

Abbasi, A.; Hossain, L.; Uddin, S.; Rasmussen, K.J.R. Evolutionary Dynamics of Scientific
Collaboration Networks: Multi-Levels and Cross-Time Analysis. Scientometrics 2011, 89, 687—
710.

Badi, S.; Diamantidou, D. A Social Network Perspective of Building Information Modelling in
Greek Construction Projects. Archit. Eng. Des. Manag. 2017, 13, 406—422.

Retrieved from https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/history/show/119980

https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/53122 6/6



